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  The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 21: 9 – 22: 5 – The Bridegroom and the Bride
       12 September 2010

Revelation 20 ended with the fearful contrast between those who are registered in the book of life and those who will experience the second death; that is, between life and death as the alternative destinies awaiting humankind. The focus changes in chapter 21 and 22 to one of life  - the book of life (Rev 21:7), the water of life (Rev 21:6; 22:1 – 2, 17) and the tree of life (Rev 22:2, 14, 19). ‘Eternal life’ means the personal knowledge of God through Jesus Christ (John 17:3), just as the second death means separation from him. John illustrates this life, the ultimate and glorious destiny of the people of God , by the use of three powerful metaphors which we will explore in this next section of Revelation.
Read Rev 21: 9 - 21
1. At the beginning of the chapter, John saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down beautifully dressed like a bride (Rev 2:2). Now he is invited to see the bride but is shown the city (Rev 21:10). Clearly the two metaphors illustrate the same truth. How does the city encompass both the Old and New Testaments (Rev 21: 12, 14)?
2. How are the city’s solidity and security expressed (vv 12 - 17)?
3. How is the beauty of the city expressed (vv 11, 18 – 21)?
Summary: The new Jerusalem is a massive, impregnable fortress symbolizing the security and peace of the people of God. The presence of God permeates the whole city. It is not only huge and solid but also beautiful, shining with the glory of God and flashing with the brilliance of a very precious stone, perhaps a diamond.
Read Rev 21: 22 - 27

4. What is conspicuously absent from the new Jerusalem and why (v 22)?
5. The readers of John’s letter had only oil lamps for artificial light. What significance do you think they would find in the images of light in 
         Rev 21: 23 – 25?
6. How does Rev 21: 26, 27 demonstrate that the mew Jerusalem will be a place of honour?
Read Rev 22: 1 - 5
7. We are still in the city, but we have left the wall, gates and foundations, and the emphasis is on the river of life and the tree of life. These allusions alert us that John has the Garden of Eden in mind. What are some features of the water of life ( vv 1 – 2)?
8. What life-giving properties does the tree offer (v 2)?
Summary: John certainly mixes his metaphors! He jumps abruptly from one to another – the city, the garden and the wedding – without any apparent sense of incongruity. It is as difficult to visualize a city as a bride, or a bride as a city, as it is to see a lion as a lamb or a lamb as a lion. Nevertheless, it is not difficult to interpret the symbols. All three metaphors – the city, the garden and the wedding – represent our close personal fellowship with God, which begins now, once we have been reconciled to him, and which will be consummated when Christ comes again.

9. How does John describe the closeness with God that the redeemed will enjoy (vv 3 – 5)?
Summary: ‘Eternal life’ means the personal knowledge of God through Jesus Christ (John 17: 3). John illustrates this life – the ultimate and glorious destiny of the people of God – by the use on three distinct metaphors. The first is security in the city of God, the new Jerusalem. The second is restored access to the tree of life in the Garden of Eden. The third is the intimate relationship of the bride and the bridegroom in marriage.
Consider: 

10 . In our everyday life, how real to you is the hope of this passage in   

       Revelation? 
11. How might your outlook on problems change if you saw them in light of

      this secure hope?

12. Who else do you know who needs the hope of this passage?

Thank God for the promise of the new Jerusalem, where we will live with God and where there will be no sin, pain or death. Praise him that, in his love and mercy he desires for us to be with him forever.
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