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viii. The Role of Law (Gal 3: 15 – 25 )
11 September 2011
Some people prefer to skip the Old Testament.  They want to inherit the promise of justification in Christ without the prior pain of conviction by the law. We need the law to expose our supposed ‘respectability’ and disclose what we are really like underneath – sinful, rebellious, self-centred, guilty under the judgement of God and helpless to save ourselves. Not until the law has humbled us, even to hell, will we turn to the gospel to raise us to heaven. 
There are some who stay with the Old Testament and the law and remain condemned in this unhappy bondage. Their religion is a heavy burden, hard to bear. They have never gone to Christ and experienced the freedom of the Spirit. 

Study

Read Galatians 3: 15 - 22 
1
Consider the above paragraph describing the two responses to God’s law. Which one tends to describe your life?
2
Trace the steps of Paul’s argument that the introduction of the law through Moses (the mediator of v19) does not supersede God’s promise to Abraham. 
The Greek word in vv 15 – 17 is translated ‘covenant’, but it was a common use for a will (see Hebrews 9: 15 – 17 where the two ideas of a covenant and a will are linked together). Paul makes the point that provisions expressed in a will are unalterable.  Paul may be referring to ancient Greek law by which a will, once executed and ratified, could not be revoked or even modified. Or he may be saying that it cannot be altered or annulled by somebody else. God promised an inheritance to Abraham and his posterity. God’s purpose was not just to give the land of Canaan as a material inheritance to the Jews, but to give salvation as a spiritual inheritance to believers, i.e. Abraham’s descendents, who are in Christ. 
3 Why is a will an appropriate metaphor for the point Paul is making? 
4 How is Christ foreshadowed in God’s promise to Abraham?
5 God’s promise to Abraham was made a very long time ago. How do modern-day Christians still participate in it?
6 Why must we choose between relying on the law and relying on promise? 
.
7 If God’s law can’t save anyone, why did God give it to humanity?
Summary:

Paul is moving toward the conclusion that the Christian faith is the faith of Abraham and not of Moses, of promise and not of law and that Christians today are enjoying the promise which God made to Abraham centuries ago. But in this passage, having contrasted these two kinds of religion, he shows the relationship between them. After all, the God who gave the promise to Abraham and the God who gave the law to Moses are the same God!

Read Galatians 3: 23 – 25 

Paul uses two vivid similes in vv 23 and 24. The law expresses the will of God for his people, telling us what and what not to do, and warns of the penalties of disobedience. But thank God, he never meant this to be permanent. Its purpose was to imprison us until Christ should set us free, or to put us under tutors until God should make us His children. 

8 How does law lead us to Christ?
9 What are some similarities between being in prison and trying to earn God’s favour by following the law? 

10   How do people resist the ‘tutor’ which is trying to lead us to Christ?

11  How have you allowed the ‘tutor’ to lead you to Christ?

12  In what ways do you find yourself being drawn back under bandage to law? What
 steps can you take to counter this?
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