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The Story of David Continues.

Lament for a Son
9th May 2010
2  Samuel 18
1. Absalom was a delinquent son who shamed his father (2 Sam 16:22) and rebelled against him (2 Sam 17: 1 – 4). He reaped what he sowed. To what extent do our past and present acts of disobedience and defiance against God determine our future? As Christians we are not fatalists resigned to our fate. What is the solution in this regard? (See 1John 2: 1, 2; 4:10)
2. Note the portrayal of characters in the story. Absalom is central but not in control. Joab is dominant yet disobedient. David is passive and permissive. Can you identify with any of them? What lessons can we learn from this sorry story? There are only three references to God in the account (2 Sam 18: 19, 28, 31). What does this suggest to you?
3. To what extent is Absalom’s death a portrayal of the lot of those who set themselves against God’s kingdom and his chosen King unless they repent? (See John 15: 6, Matt 10: 28; 23:33)
4. Joab’s action was both rebellious and realistic (2 Sam 18: 14, 15), rebellious in light of David’s order (v 5); realistic in terms of country’s future. What is your view of this matter? Do circumstances ever permit disobedience to a higher authority?
5. David is devastated at the news of Absalom’s death (v 33). We hear his helpless wail. Apart from fatherly love and loss, there is a deeper dimension to his grief. What do you think it is, and what effect did it have on David? (Refer to 2 Sam 12: 10)
6. David wished that he had died instead of Absalom (v 33), perhaps because he knew he deserved to die. Absalom suffers the consequences of David’s guilt. This does not negate Absalom’s own guilt. We live in a fallen world where bad choices have bad consequences. How do we overcome remorse for the past and not allow it to overwhelm us? (cf. John 18: 27; 21: 15 – 17)
7. Guilt aggravated David’s grief. The chapter ends with a paradox: a safe kingdom, a sad king. How do you come to terms with the apparent inequities of life? When things go wrong and your plans are foiled what do you do? Perhaps there is a reason why, at last, God himself must wipe away every tear from our eyes (cf. Isa 25:8, Rev 21: 4). There is the man of sorrows, David’s descendant, who bears our grief and carries our sorrow (Isa 53: 4).
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