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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

iii. Only One Way (Gal 2: 1 - 10)
7 August 2011
Introduction

John Stott observes ‘Paul’s detractors have plenty of successors in the Christian church today. [People speak] about the ‘Pauline’ gospel and the Petrine’ gospel and the ‘Johannine’ gospel, as if they are quite different from one another’.

This view owes more to misguided assumptions about the text than a straight-forward reading of the New Testament. The apostles of Jesus Christ do not contradict one another. There may well be differences of style and emphasis. But these are complementary rather than contradictory.
The false teachers of Paul’s day suggested that his gospel was different from Peter’s and all the other apostles in Jerusalem. They tried to drive a wedge between Paul and the apostolic circle. 

Paul’s response is two fold:


i. He argues that his gospel was independent of the other apostles because he 
            paid only one visit of fifteen days to Jerusalem in fourteen years.


ii. His gospel was the same as theirs, because when he paid a proper visit to 

   Jerusalem, the other apostles approved and endorsed his gospel. 
Read Galatians 2: 1 – 5
1. In this passage, what point(s) is Paul especially trying to get across? 
2. Why did Paul keep his meeting with the apostles private? (v2) 
3. What was significant about the apostles’ response to Titus? Why did Titus become the catalyst for the advance of the early Church’s understanding of the gospel and its implications?
4. What was the importance of circumcision in the Old Testament? Why is it called a ‘sign and seal’? What is the relationship between circumcision (and baptism) and one’s conversion?
5. How could Paul have ‘run his race in vain’? (v2)
6. Paul implies that giving in to the false teachers would mean a descent into slavery (v4). In what way(s) could a Christian become a slave?
Summary:
Paul saw the issue clearly. It was not simply a question of circumcision and uncircumcision, of Gentile and Jewish customs. It was a matter of fundamental importance regarding the truth of the gospel, namely, of Christian freedom versus bondage. Acceptance before God depends entirely on God’s grace in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ received by faith. 
Read Galatians 2: 6 - 10 
When Paul met the apostles in Jerusalem, [they] ‘added nothing  to my message’ (v6). Further, they gave Paul ‘the right hand of fellowship’ (v9). They recognized that they and Paul had been entrusted with the same gospel. The only difference was the different spheres they had been allocated, in which to preach it.  
7. What did the apostles in Jerusalem have to be convinced of in order to accept Paul’s teaching?
8. Peter, James and John’s approval was crucial to the case Paul was making in this letter. Why then does he seems to downplay their importance? (v6)
9. What distinctives do the other apostles see in Paul’s ministry? (vv 7 – 9)
   10.  Why was it significant that the apostles accepted Paul’s ministry when they saw
          the grace given to him (v9) rather than the persuasive gifts of intelligence or 
          preaching abilities given to him?
   11. Name some of the distorted versions of the gospel which you have heard. How
         did you find out that they had altered the true gospel?

   12. How would you respond to someone who says that the gospel needs to be 
         updated and revised in order to meet changing needs in a changing world?
Summary:
There is only one gospel, the apostolic faith, a recognizable body of doctrine taught by the apostles of Jesus Christ, preserved for us in the New Testament. If there is only one gospel in the New Testament, clearly there is only one gospel for the church.
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