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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xix. Living under the Cross (Gal 6: 11 - 18)
4 December 2011
Our journey through Galatians over the past 18 weeks is drawing to a close. The purpose of Paul’s writing is to remind us of the centrality of grace. By grace we are saved and by grace we remain Christians. He sought to correct a legalistic mind set which confuse grace with morality. Christianity is not a matter of religious performance, a matter of keeping rules and regulations and ticking the right boxes. Neither is it a license to kick over the traces -  an excuse for loose living. Rather it is an invitation to experience the goodness of God through the new birth and to live a life which honours  Him and helps others.
Read Galatians 6: 11 – 18
Paul now takes the pen (or quill) from his secretary’s hand and adds a personal postscript. His ‘large letters’ may refer to his handwriting, or it may emphasize what he is going to say next. The vital issues at stake are two questions:

i. Is the essence of the Christian faith outward or inward?


ii. Is it human or divine – essentially a matter of what we do for God or of what He 
             has done for us?
1. What according to Paul were the motives of the Judaizers who insisted on circumcision (vv 12, 13)?
2. How would outward keeping of the law avoid persecution for the cross?
3. How could Paul ‘boast’ in the cross of Christ (v 14)?
4. What are some examples of ‘outward’ religion which people mistake for true Christianity?
.

5. If Paul was so concerned lest the Galatians succumb to circumcision, how can he make the comment he does in v15?
6. How can the church today experience peace and mercy (v 16)? How have you experienced them in your own life?
Summary:

It is natural for fallen humanity to decline from the real, the inward and the spiritual, and to fabricate a substitute religion which is easy and comfortable because its requirements are external and ceremonial only. But outward things (like circumcision) matter little in comparison with the new creation or the new birth. The constant temptation is to rely on the former at the expense of the latter.
Food for Thought
Praise God for making you a new creation in Jesus Christ. Pray that your life in Christ will take precedence over everything else.
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