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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

vii. Saved from the curse of the Law (Gal 3: 10 - 14)
4 September 2011
“The gospel is not good advice to people, but good news about Christ; not an invitation to us to do anything, but a declaration of what God has done; not a demand but an offer,” says John Stott. If the Galatians had grasped the gospel of Christ crucified, that on the cross Christ did everything necessary for our salvation, they would have realized that the only thing required of them was to receive the good news by faith. To add good works to the work of Christ was to call into question his finished work. This does not simply distort the gospel, it denies the gospel.
Paul says that the Galatians should have known all this. They should never have fallen under the spell of these false teachers. They would not have done so if they had kept Christ crucified before their eyes. We too should learn to test every theory and teaching by the gospel of Christ crucified, especially as it is known to us from Scripture and personal experience. 

Read Galatians 3: 10 - 14 
1
The words curse and cursed appear often in this passage. Why does Paul use such language?
2
What words and phrases describe Paul’s attitude toward the Galatians?  Why do you think his language is so heated?
3 “Keep my decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord” (Leviticus 18: 5). What dilemma does this produce?
4 Why is there a curse hanging over those who try to rely on observing the law? (v10). Read Deut 30: 19 in the light of Lev 18: 15.
5 The ‘curse of the law’ from which Christ redeemed us must be the curse resting on us because of our disobedience (v10). The fact that we are incapable of obeying the law, does not absolve us of our responsibility to do so. Christ redeemed us from that curse by ‘becoming a curse himself’. He voluntarily took our curse upon himself in order to deliver us from it. What does it mean to you that Christ became a curse for us? Why is this important for our understanding of our redemption and vital for a biblical understanding of the gospel?
6 What are some of the differences between law and faith?
.
7 In your own experience, what does it mean to ‘live by faith’?
8 What are some of the obstacles to living by faith?

Summary:

No one can be justified before God by works of the law. The dreadful function of the law is to condemn, not to justify. Jesus Christ, in fully obeying the law both actively (in his life) and passively (through his death), has done for us what we could not do ourselves. 

Food for Thought

1.  Think of the ways you might have fallen into trying to please God or earn his favour by your own efforts. How does this passage encourage you to examine your heart?

2. Think of someone you know who is struggling with self-effort. How can you help restore that person to trust in Christ and be set free from repeated failure.
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