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Growing Through Grace
Paul’s Letter to the Galatians

xi. Pastoral Perplexity (Gal 4: 8 - 20)
2 October 2011
The Christian life is the life of family – sons and daughters of the most High God, affording inestimable privileges and corresponding obligations. We are brothers and sisters in Christ experiencing the freedom and joy of following Christ together. We are not homogenized believers, peas in a pod, but we do not allow our distinctives and differences to obstruct our oneness in Him. Christ, by His Spirit, has broken down every man-made barrier. Who are we, then, like the antagonists in Galatians to erect barricades which He has already dismantled?
Read Galatians 4: 8 - 11
1
How can one be enslaved to things which ‘by nature are not gods’? What is their relationship to ‘the basic principles of the world’ (Gal 4: 3) and ‘those weak and miserable principles’ (Gal 4: 9)?
2
How do you respond to the idea that you not only know God but are known by God (v9)? Do you find it assuring? Unsettling? Cheering? Compare this with 

     1 John 3: 19, 20. 
3 Why does Paul fear ‘that somehow I have wasted my efforts on you’ i.e. the Galatians? Why is legalism such an insidious danger and why does Paul oppose it so vehemently? 
     Read Galatians 4: 12 - 20
4 In what way(s) did Paul want the Galatians to become like him (v12)? Is that arrogant on his part? Are we not called to follow Christ? 
5 What is the contrast between how the Galatians originally received Christ and how they now regard him? Why is this so? What does it say about relationships in the church today? 
6 How could Paul speak of their welcoming him ‘as if I were and angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself? Does he approve of this or is ‘he using irony? 
7 Why has their relationship deteriorated so? (vv 15, 16) What impact has this on the church and its witness? How can such conflict be resolved without damage to the truth of the gospel and the people involved?

.
8 What was the contrast between what Paul and his companions wanted for the Galatians and what the agitators wanted? (vv17, 18)
9 How does Paul share in the love and suffering of Christ for the Galatians ? (v 19) Compare this with Philippians 3: 10. Are we prepared to ‘experience similar pain and inconvenience for the benefit of others and the spread of the gospel?
10   Why do you think Paul had refused to give up on the Galatian church? Is our 
       attitude to the local church the same? If not why?
Summary
Paul appeals to the Galatians with immense tenderness. He longed for them to become like him in his Christian faith and life, to be delivered from the evil influence of the agitators, and to share his convictions about the truth as it is in Jesus and the liberty with which Christ has set us free. All Christians should be able to say something like this, especially to unbelievers, that we are so satisfied and fulfilled in Jesus Christ, with his freedom, joy and salvation that we want other people to share what we have experienced. 
Food for Thought

1  In what areas of your life are you enjoying or not enjoying the freedom of a child  

    of God?

2  What ‘weak and miserable principles’ of your life has Christ delivered you from?

Pray about your responses to the above. Ask God to help you in the areas where you face difficulties. Allow your memory of what Christ has done for you in the past to encourage you as He continues to work in your life.
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