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The Story of David Continues.

iv. How the Mighty Have Fallen
2nd May 2010
2  Samuel 11
1. In what ways does the writer seem to suggest in 2 Sam 11: 1, 2 that David was in a somewhat self-indulgent frame of mind when temptation came to him?
2. Contrast David’s response to temptation to that of Joseph in Gen 39: 12.

3. How do you respond to the truth that in Christ there is great strength to overcome temptation, but also the comparison truth that in yourself you are utterly weak?

4. What implications does Paul’s observation in 1 Cor 10: 13 have in this regard? How does this relate to the admonition of James 4: 7?
5. How did Jesus resist temptation in the wilderness (Matt 4: 1 – 11)? Did he rely on his divine nature to escape temptation?  What does Heb 6: 7 – 10 say in this regard?

6. Martin Luther with regard to temptation commented ‘You cannot prevent birds from flying over your head, but you can prevent them from nesting in your hair’. What is the difference between temptation and sin? Refer to Hebrews 4: 14 – 16 and see God’s marvellous remedy and provision in this regard.
7. David’s act was evil in Yahweh’s eyes. Do you sometimes forget how all-seeing those eyes are?

8. Murder does not usually follow adultery. Clearly David abused his position of power in this regard. Are you ever guilty of abusing power and so sinning against the God who loves you?
9. Do you think that David was downplaying the effects of his sin on others in Psalm 51: 4a? Why is it important to see sin as directed primarily against God? What role does forgiveness play? Does forgiveness remove the consequences of his actions? What are the implications for us?
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