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                 The Final Countdown – The Book of Revelation

             Rev 10 & 11 – Good News to the World
       1 August 2010

The seals, the trumpets and bowls offer different perspectives on the time between Christ’s first and second comings. The seven seals describes what Christ allows in the world. The seven bowls (still to come) describes how Christ judges his world. The seven trumpets (between the seals and bowls) describes how Christ warns the world and calls people to repentance.
Reflection: 
1. Do you tend to associate the message of the gospel with power or humility? Why?
Between the 6th an 7th trumpets there is an interlude
Read Rev 10: 1 - 7
2. What are the actions and words of this amazing figure?
3. What clues indicates that the ‘mighty angel’ has the authority of God, indeed that he might be Jesus Christ?
Read Rev 10: 8 – 11
4. John’s attention turns from the majestic angel to the little scroll in the angel’s hand. What is John instructed to do and what are the results?
5. Jeremiah (Jer 15: 16) and Ezekiel (Ezek 3: 1 – 3) had similar experiences with a scroll. If you were John what would you experience as you approached the mighty angel with your request?
Summary: John was recommissioned to take the gospel to all nations (Mark 10:10). At the same time he was warned that the sweetness of salvation would be followed by the bitterness of judgement for those who rejected God’s Word.
Read Rev 11: 1 - 6

6. John is instructed to measure the temple of God and the altar and to count the worshipers there (v 1). Suddenly in verse 3 ‘two witnesses’ are introduced. What is their mission?
7. What authority is given to them? (vv 5, 6)
Read Rev 11: 7 - 13
8. When the two witnesses’ testimony is finished, a beast from the Abyss, perhaps Antichrist, will attack, overpower and kill them (vv 7 – 10). How will the two witnesses be vindicated in the sight of their enemies (vv 11, 12)?
Summary: After a short period, the persecuted and silenced church will be resurrected by God (ie. its testimony revived), causing fear in the watching world, and finally be exalted to heaven, to the consternation of its enemies. An accompanying earthquake spreads terror. The nations will give glory to God, some by conversion, others by submission on the day of judgement.
Read Rev 11: 14 - 19
9. Although the ‘third woe is coming soon’ (v 14), the mood changes abruptly. Loud voices in heaven plus the voices of the twenty-four elders make great announcements in the form of praise to God. What has happened to cause them to rejoice (vv 15 – 18)?
   10. How do God’s people take part in His victory (vv 17, 18)?
    11. What is significant about the temple being opened to reveal the ark of the

          covenant?
    Summary: Now that the world has largely rejected the negative message of warning    (ct. Pharoh’s hard heart and his refusal to repent), the positive proclamation of the gospel is even more essential. Christ is still calling the world to Himself. His patience is not exhausted, and the end has not yet arrived. 
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